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Not to speak of the later Tantrik philosophy and the ideas
associated with it, we have clear reference in Javanese texts
to such philosophical concepts as pranava, pradhana-purusa-
samyoga (of Samkhya), pranayama (of Yoga), tri-sakti, tri-
purusa, dasa-bayu, panca-mahabhuta, panca-tanmatra, etc.
It is obviously impossible to go deep into these matters and
we therefore refrain from discussing these any further.

Of far greater interest, at least for our present purpose,
is to give some details about the religious myths, legends and
stories which may be regarded as constituting an important
part of the popular form of religion. These may be easily
gathered from a study of the extensive religious literature of
Java. Unfortunately this vast store is yet mostly unexplored
and we can do no better than take as our basis a typical
text like Tantu Panggelaran which is known to us in a
critical and scholarly edition.1

It is an Old-Javanese work dealing with religion, and was
probably composed towards the end of the Hindu-Javanese
period. It gives us a picture of the religious condition of Java,
which conforms in the main to what we have said above. As
this work may be taken as a representative specimen of its
class we may refer to its contents #t somo length, in order to
elucidate the religious conceptions in Java, at least in its
ultimate phase.

The Tantu is a work of the nature of Purana and contains
theology, cosmogony, mythological stories etc. The late Prof.
Kern remarked that, to judge from the names of gods, goddesses
and other divine beings, one would imagine himself to be in
tibte world of Indian gods, but what is told of them differs 'in
many respects from Indian versions. How this difference arose
it is difficult to say. It may be due either to a misunderstan-
ding of the Indian texts, or to the growth of local legends iu
Java, or perhaps partly to both. "We should also not exclude

i. De Tantu Panggelaran uitgegeven, vertaald en toegelicht door
Xh, Pigeaud (Hague, 1924)
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